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THE JOHNSTOWN DISASTER.

The Johnstown explosion, by which the lives of from | X

. O he Funny JSide of Life.

100 to 800 miners have suddenly been snuffed out, is
prabably the worst mining disaster In the history of the
Pennsylvania conl fields. A lighted match, some careless
aot of the moment, has filled hundreds of homes with
terror. Women wait despondently at the shaft for the
decision in the awful lottery which Is to determine
whether they are wife or widow. It {s a catastrophe of
the kind always imminent, and as uncertaln when {t
comes as the lightning stroke. The invented devices of
a century now insure the miner a relative degree of
safety, but they do not yet enable him to cope adequately
with fire damp. This evil spirit of the mine is still
ready to crush and rend at the first relaxation of vigi-
lance.

A disaster of this sort reveals unemotional heroism
of a rare kind. There is the wife waiting stolidly for the
wverdict. There is the entombed husband with a scant
allowance of air left him waiting for the rescuer and
estimating the chances of escape as each breath dimin-
jshes their number. The memory is still fresh of the
Tennessee miners similarly entombed writing endearing
messages of exceeding pathos to their loved ones Jeft
nehind. Their lingering death was agony which the
Juckier ones killed outright missed, but they left a legacy

"of love priceless to those who mourn them.

THE MAYOR'S OPEN TALKS.

The first of Mayor Low’s open talks with the public
on city affairs is so good as to whet the appetite for
others which are to follow. It was a clear and well con-
' gidered discussion of the excessive and needless taxation
from which the city suffers as a reswt of bad financler-
ing—a popular presentation of the sort of statistics
which interest voters very intensely during the brief and
acute period of campaign oratory and argument, but in
which thelr interest speedily flags after election day.

Such a presentation on the weekly instalment plan
during the administration’s tenure of office of current
protlems in municipal government will serve the good
purpose of making citizens well acquainted with these
administrative problems and familiarizing them with the
Mayor's confessed attitude thereon, so that on the
approach of a mayoralty campaign the voter will be
more competent (o digcuss such points than many of the
‘public speakers who seek to enlighten him. He will
have profited greatly by the weekly confidential talk
with the Mayor himself.

POLICEMEN'S FRIENDS AT COURT.

In yesterday's trials of policemen those officers who
counted confidently on the efficacy of a “punll” to let
them down ecasy were disappointed. TPatrolmen who
had “sent a friend” to Deputy Commissioner Thurston
to ease matters found themselves muleted in fines of
double severity.
of procedure Col. Thurston said:

There have been a lot of people coming to ma when po-
licemen are up on trial 1o tell me what good men they are.
They also call me up on the telephone, and won't let go
1111 they tell me what they want to say. So I have made
it & rule that when policemen send their friends to me this
way, and I find when I try the case that they are gullty, I
make the fine just double.

It consistently adhered to this practice will work an
fmprovement of police discipline, It comes rather hard
on the particular officers who feel the first force of the
jnnovation, but it is unquestionably “for the good of
the service” in indicating to the members of the force
that they will be dealt with in accordance with their
merits, regardiess of political influence.

AN EVENING WORLD IDEA.

In discussing the growing frequency of accldents
caused by horses which have been frightened hy antomo-
biles, The Evening World some months ago took occa-
glon to recommend the institution of n school for timid
equines where they might be familiarized with the puf-
fing terrors and granted a certificate of proficlency bhefore
being permitted to draw a vehicle on a public highway.

This suggestion has been adopted in good faith by the
Board of Governors of the Automobile Club of America.
At their session yesterday they drafted a cirenlar létter
urging members to devote an hour or more each day in
public equares to accustoming horses to the sight and
sound of awtomobiles. The President of the board, Mr.
Albert R. Shattuck, said that in three lessons of half ah
hour each “in a school he had estallished at Lenox™ he
had broken two green colts to the automobile so that he
could drive his machine past them at thirty miles an
hour without frightening them.

1t 18 a good ldea, and The Evening World, modestly
assuming the eredit for it which s its due, hopes it will
e pushed along.

ANOTHER SHY AT SHAKESPEARE.

William Norman Guthrie, “Director of the Cinocin-
natl Conference of Art and Literature,” put himeelf on
record at the University of Chlcago yesterday as hoping
that “the human race will 8o {mprove in the near future
in its tastes and accomplishments that Shakespeare
will be held to be unfit to read.” Perhaps It could be
proved to the professor's enlightenment that his “near
future” {8 now here. DId not Williams College glve
Clyde Mitch an hororary degree at its recent commence-
ment? It was not a D. D, though from the moral
pature of Mr. Fitch's dramas it might have been. And
are not the playe of Pinero and Henry Arthur Jones cur-
rent Ilterature where Shakespeare is forgolten or
tabooed?

1t 18 to be feared that the professor Is belated in his
discovery. Beside the finlghed creations of these dras
matic artists the Bard of Avon's work is that of the
unpractised amateur, o much mightier is the typewriter
than the quill pen, Particularly is the rude and vigorous
frankness of the Shakespearean treatment of love com-
plications stAblemannered by c¢omparison with the
parlor deportment of Mr. Pinero's people. It offends the
‘delicate sensibllities of the Guthries everywhere and ls

pestod Max

Hadelberg for creeping up behind n young
y & b
" . Magistrate Hogan fined Hadelberg and
; ged his conduct as dishonorable. A transposi-
of W in the news report made Werdann the of-

he wis referred to editorially ae such, The
World yegrets that it should have thus inad-
ofcer's very creditable act appear
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:' T00 MUCH OF A GOOD THING.
« Although for flattery most people care,
,/:‘ It is a thing of which we sometimes
& tire;

& Just now we could do with much less
4 hot alr

> From Sol and G. Humldity, esquire.

5 A GOOD REASON,

o "Why have they dated the coronation
(:' for next month?"

o ‘"8o that 1t will lose none of its August

@ splendor by further delay.”
L)
& A POSER.
f’ “The universs owes me a living "
¥ *“What will you do If it refuses pay-
& ment?"

4

-
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PEYOND THE LAW,
‘“T'here’'s one case where I wish the
* Anti-8oorching law could be enforced.”
"Against whom?”"'

""Agalinst old Bol.”
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- PLENTY OF AIR.

(;: “Was it cool at the ball game?"
& “Well, rather. Two thousand fans
:&wcro working for all they were worth."
“ i

¢ BORROWED |OKES.
“

;

54 UARELESS DESIGN.

:* Blobbp—That girl seems awfully eare-
& 1css.  Bhe can never keep her shoe-
@ strings tled.

‘Y Blobbs~That isn't ocarsclessness, vou
o chump! Can't you see what a pretty
:f:anklu rhe has?—Philadelphia Record.

|
|

> ANXIOUS TO LEBARN.

‘;‘ “And 80 you have no swear words in
| %, Your language, Mr, Omokura?"

| & ‘“No, madam,’”’ the Japanese traveller
| .\:rmilad.

«, 'But, of course, you can
;,lhuu'hll I suppose,
© rago RNecord Herald.
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think cuss
can't yvou?"—hi-

AS USUAL.

w Askit—Who was that girl vou intro-
@duced me to who uses wo much slang?
“ Tellit—Oh, she's a friend of mine who

}Z/'u takling @ post-graduate course in Ing-
@ lish at a female seminary.—Ohio State
« Journal.

ple in Central Park and frightening the young woman

BOTHA, GEN.-48 coming here with De
‘Wet and Delarey to ralse money for
‘Boers ruined by the war. Oom Paul
Kruger will not Join the party,
CARNBEGIE, ANDREW-will receive
next week the freedomn of the city of
Bt. Andrew's, Bcotland. The town, odd-
ly enough, was not mamed for him,
FAIRFAX, LORD A. KX.—twelfth Baron
Cameron, was the only American man

of title Invited to the coronation. le
has come back to New York
KAISER WILHELM--can !lve com-

fortably on his orders of decorations If
he ever loses his job of Kalsering.
These medals are worth $22,000 and
number over 200,

MODERWELL, E. C.—of Chlcago, re
celved the largest pension awarded to
any old soldier during the late Billion
Dollar Sosrlon of Congress.

ROSBEBERY, LORD-—{s sald 1o
written a novel, but

have
fears to npublish

it at present lest 4t might injure his

political influence.
e — i ——

YESTERDAY AND TO-DAY., |

| | Yesterday, God's day, I spent

I'n holy thought, In calm content,

Amlidst the ferns and grasses sweet, ||

Where, here and there, about my feet,
I found this little flower,

1'd longed for such a day to be - i

When ev'ry vine and bhush and tres i

Should dawn i(s robe of verdant hue; ||
‘Then 1 should gather, dcar, for yvou,

This little purple flower :

|

And now my joy has passed away'!
‘Tis but & memory to-day—

My happiness to you 1 lend, |
| | In that these viclets 1 yvend |
| May brighten up an hour,

As with all Jova, thelr relgn !s short
No pleasture that hath é'sr heen
] sought,

| | No happiness, however great.

HfDid permanently satinte=

[ We're happy but an hour.

| —Allce (3. Kelley, in Boston (Hlabe
|

okesorourowN|  RECKLESS BEHAUIOR OF A COWBOY.
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Raveled Ransom--Please, sir, 1'm
on me uppers.
Pompous Cltizen—~Well, do T look

like a shoemakor?

TOO WILLING.
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Bashiul
¢ Kisgox are the sweelost,

Beau—=They say stolen

-

Miss Fiy—How am 1 10 know?!

[ German Bauds,
To the Kditor of The Bvening World:

1 road that Magletrate Cornell ¢om-
parod the reckiets shootlng of frearms
with the German band, 1 sympathize wlihl
| the worthy Magistrate over the insult

Lack yard who plays the ragtime? |1
suppose that is the real thing for many
| and sounds more homelike,
LOVER OF GERMAN BANDS,
| Says B Was Right,
To the Bditor of The Bvening World
In answer 4o M, H. L.'s letter: "A row
over & game of pool,' 1 would say that
A's dunand for an apology Is not jus-
tiled. Furthermore, I would say that
an apology was due mn' ‘”A-“ Pushing
y ty ‘ » & cue is

vy v

o "

lose his shot. However, if A 414 Lhat
for a joke I don't see why B should get
mad, but If he meant It 80 as not to
lose the game 1 think 2 was right In
teling him what he thought, If the
game was played under the rules of the

7“‘“- lof the German hands to his réfined A A ' (which 1 don't think 4t was)
3 musical ears, But what is the matter or, in fact, any other rules Of some
® Did His Duty.~Park Policeman Werdann ars | with the man with his fiddle fn the organization, A would be disqualified

dor dodng suh & thing,
POOL PLAYER.
Answers the Charge,

To the Kditor of The KEvening World:

I read a Bostonlan's letter In your
paper this evening In regard to the con-
ditlon of the streets of New York (which
we know are not O. K. at the present
time) and In regard 10 our homeliness,
Mr, Boston must have been an infant
whet. the Beston

Ear ST

Svdney—What s a sketoh artist?
Mimma—A man who makes plc-
tures for a living.

Hydney—Well, does the roof-garden
pketch artist make the llving ple-
tures?

COULDN'T HELP IT,

Rastus—~8Say, dat Mokely whl make

a hit, shuah
Je(lerson—What makes you think
go?

Rastus—~Why, when the niggah’s so
siage-sonred the bones rattie faster

than any fellah could do it a-purpose,

p UNTRAMMELLED WAN.

o Mrs. Dash-Don't you ever wvisit |n :
mlmnmer? 4
Mrs. Rash—Oh, no. David always '
o wants to go whers he can pay hoard ;
gﬁ_«pgd ncttrg!cmj- mmxl»'r!:..wh«rn he feels like “Dance!” yells the Terror of the Trusts, “Or I'll shoot ye up some more! 4
4 Dance! Put a yard of daylight 'twixt yvour carcass and the floor!” 3
COBOHIOHE » SO0 There' ' ' ' 4
mm@@@-e@n@w here's little fleld for breaking free when Teddy's out for fun; @
{A P f And Anti-Trust the Trusts will get from the Man Behind the Gun. &
& bt
someBoODIES. |4 2

$ NOTHING DOING.

Yarmer—Hi there! Look
You'll shoot me!
Amateur Hunter—I'm not uimius:
nt you, @
Farmer—=That's what woriies me,
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AN IMMUNE.
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“T wish T was golng on that Peary
rellef expedition.”

“Why " ’

“Phere no Idiot could get a chance §
to ask, ‘Is it hot enough for you? " &
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homely people 1 must say that while on
a visit last Februmry to Boston and
stopping ut oné of the principal hotels
| scarcely saw a really well-dressed or
& gool-looking woman
Mrs E KELALY,
No License In NXecded,
To tLe Editor of The Hrening Werld
A says that no license 18 required in
order to marry in New York State. B
says & license .» needcd, Which Is right?
HARRY M'NAUGHTON.
A Heavy Burden,
To the Bdior of The Evening World
Wihile walking along Broadway I no-
tioed & boy carrylng & very heavy
bundle welghing ablout 18 pounds. The
Loy W & friend of mine, and I went
him and asked where he work-

| TIMELY LETTERS FROM THE PEOPLE.

of the boys? Some Arms make their
boys walk miles every dry oarrying
parcels and recelving a small salary,
A .
Au Objection,
To the Ldltar of The Eveming World:

In regard to the statement made by
Misg B, who guggests that only those
who get seals on cars should pay, I
should think if that law was passed
most of the people would rather siand
up than pay the fare, . R A B

Be Proud of Him,

To the Bditer of The Hvening World:

I noticed a lester from & “Didtracted
Mother,” saying that her son 18 a dis-
grace to the family for ngating Lo pre-
vent big boys from Oullylng smaller
ones. Instead of louking et it as & dis-

have wuch &

I should look et 1t
srace ”&uifo _
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ODDITY CORNER.

THE STRANGE ROYAL BARGES OF A QUEEN.

e e e——

"y
The
fs surmounted with an cfigy

African Xing Lewanika’s Queen travels on the Zambesi in
of an elephant and the other with whut Is apparently an antelope.

‘ AL
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these strange barges, one of which

THE LIGHTEST OF WOODS.

CAN YOU STRING FISH ?

Deep in the BHogs and swamps of
southeastern Mlssouri, in Dunklin and
Butler Countles, where the land is never
dry and water from one (o six feel deep
stands perpatually in the forests, there
grows a rare and curious tree. The
natives know it as the corkwood or
cork tree. Sclence has given it a ionger
name, says the Kansas City Star, the
Leitneria floridana; florldana because it
was first discovered in Fiorida along
the coast from which It has long since
peen washed away. It reaciies a helght
of fifteen to twenty feet and a diametcr
of twa to five (nches, 1t is the lightest

tree in welght that grows, 1tz wood
| welghs 12as than cork, it is 80 ght
thar (he natives use it to make flonta

for their fishing nets, And vet Ite wooq,
thougn 0 spongy that one may easily
gink one's fdnger nail into it is far
tougher than cork. In comparison with
the corkwood, which is the lightest
wood with its specific gravity of 207,
mayv be placed the heaviest wood
known, the black fronwood of Florida,
whose specific gravity is 1902
e e

MOUNTING A WHEEL-

A careful bleyellst learns 1o mount

How dear to the

Y T s Sva Ia et e o
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heart of the patched-up country boy is

from either 8lde of the whee!, since the
emergency may arlse at any moment,
gays the London Chronicle. One would
think that the horsemen would be equal
ly careful to provide for poseibiiities,
and accustom himself to mounting in-

the muddy creek on a summer afternoon and his proverbial
vent-honk fishing outfit. It seems to be an understood thing
that with this equipment he can do more hustling business
in the fishing line than an old-timer at the business, who
has a patent reel and vears of experience. The small chap
represented in the pleture has an especlally good catch after

": | hostler would probably demand the

© ! harze

lis aveurd,

differently from the off side and thelan evening's tour.
near aide. But if he were to venture to
mount on the right side—which Is the
wrong slde—in a hotel stable vard, the
price

hlack line so that

lof o gailon as the statutory fine, and the
would collwpre  with  surprise
{ What ig the meaning of this convention?
It appears in odd places. Not only does
the trick horse in the circus canter from

they are given in white outline below the
you an expert at gtringing fish?

1ine, not over or lezs than |ts ler

During this time he catches eight flsh;
malin pleture. Are
Arrange these fish on the
they will exactly fill the length of the
gth. They must touch each

other at some point of thelr bodles,

SOME OF

BRITAIN'S SOLDIER§

right to left, but the after-dinner wine

passes the same way., ‘‘The way of the
'sun'’ Is the current explanation, which

e e — e

A KNOWING SHEPHERD.

A shepherd was zoing to market with
some sheep, when he met a man wio
sald to him: *“Good morning, friend,
with vour score.’” “*No,"” sald the shep-
herd, *'1 have not a score, but If I had
as many more, half as many more and
two sheep and 4 half I should have
just a score.' How many sheep had
he? He had 7 sheep: ag many more 7;
half as many more 3%, and 2. making
In all 20,

B —
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| A NATURAL QUESTION.

I 1Attle Margaret went with her mother
to the dock to see her auntie set sail on
the big ocean steamship. Margaret had
never seen the big steamer before and
she watched everything with great In-
terest, The monster of & boat slipped

slowly away from the dock and Mar-

*CURIOUS INDUSTRIES.

Salt mining constitutes one of the staple industries of Hou-
mania. There are four mines In all, The mineral is mined
in thrée of the mines by convicts,
1,000 convicts at work in the three mines, says the Chicago

apparatus whatever, the whole of the work being performed
by hand, each conviet having to quarry a specific quantity
of malt dally. The mines are controlled by a state offielnl,
whose position i similar to that of governor of a prison. The
mine containg a chapel and numerous other apartments, all
cut out of the salt by the prisoners.

'he growing of paepas plumes has become an important in-
dustry In Callfornla, When they are cut a day or so Aufces
to dry the plumes, and at such times the ground appeéars,
from the hille, to be covered with snow. After the drying
the plumes are taken to the curlng house and then finally
sorted into various grades by expert hands. The finest and
mont beautiful plumés are about thirty-#ix Inches long, an!
they aré packed for #hipment elther in packuges of 2,000 o
in Jarge cares, the prices ranging from $200 to $50 a thousand,
according to the demand, In all, California produces about
2,500,000 plumes & vedr, which are sent all over this country
and Kurope.

POPE’S HOUSEKEEPER.

Leo X111, employs at the Vatican quite a little army of
chambermalds and seamstresses, The latter have to take
care of the Pope's wardrobe. The clothes of Mis Holiness are
of no dellgate a nature that it was found thut men could not
handle them with the necessary care, and, Ltherefore, women
were substituted for the valety, Like most people the Pope

known in Ialy,

, ahd &t his jubllee o motherly peasant woman
10 for him by & present of &

In all there are :zlmul'

news. The laborérs are not provided with any mechanien! |

has hiw little weakness—a love for' swestmeats, This 1o well |

garet waved her hand franticaly with Privale of the Twenty- Types of the Twentieth
the rest. Then whe looked up at her ninth  Baluchistan  Regi- Punjab Native Infantry;
mother very solemnly. ment, now in London, representative Indlian
“Mamma,'” she questioned, ''does the troops that went to London
water follow that ship all the way over for the coronation.
to Bngland?" s
FIRE DRAWINGS.

We sliow the audience an apparently
hlank sheet of while paper, touch It
with a glowing match, and In a short
time we have A figure burnt out of the

paper, The proparation of such Aire-
drawing shecis Is shnple, und every-
body with a Ntde talent for drawing

oan produce them at small expense.
Dissolve a  tablespoonful of saltpeter
In @ tumbler of water, and draw with
the help of a pointed brush an outline

L igure oo thin white paper and put 4t o

| aslde to dry, The drawing on the
| paper will be Invisible. Then MHght a
fmateh, blow 1t out hmmediately, and
‘tuuvh # cerl@in point In the outlne
| figure (whigh has Deen marked se-
leretly) with the glowing matoh, The
saltpeter will catoh fire fmm
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